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OBITUARY. 


The wide circle to whom that servant of Christ, Rev. 
Augustus Walker, was so dear, will welcome the most brief 
and imperfect narrative of his life so useful and honored, of 


his death in the midst of his labors, when, as it seemed to. 


us, he was more necessary than ever to Christ’s work and 
the world. 

He was born, Oct. 30th, 1822, in Medway, Mass., where 
his parents, Dean and Rebecca resided. Always a thought- 
ful youth, deep and lasting impression was made upon him 
when, on his mother’s uniting with the church, he, at the 
age of twelve, was baptized with the household. The 
thought, it might be said the purpose, of becoming 4 mis- 
sionary of Christ dates from that early period. But his 
life seemed destined to mercantile pursuits— first,in Charles- 
ton, 8. C., and for some years afterward in Baltimore, Md., 
where he became endeared to a wide and influential circle. 
But as, he entered upon manhood he had such views of life 
as led him to give up the most. flattering prospects of suc- 
cess in business ; and at Leicester Academy, with such men 
ag Pres. Hill, of Harvard, he prepared for College. 

Near the close of his first’ year in Yale he publicly pro- 
fessed Christ, and graduated in ’49, beloved and honored as 
a scholar hed a christian, | 


After a year spent in Bangor, he graduated at Andover 


in °52, and October 13th of that year was married to Miss 
Eliza M. Harding, daughter of Rev. Sewell Harding, of 


Auburndale, and the same day ordained as Missionary at. 


East Medway. | 

. Designated to the Turkish field, they sailed for Smyrna 
Jan. 7th, 1852. Diarbekir, on the Tigris, was the field of his 
labors, his success, his death. The friends of Missions 
who have watched his course there.; his fellow Missiona- 
ries who haye known, him more intimately, know what | he 


was, and what, by the blessing of God such labors ‘‘ above’ 
measure,’’ such devotion as his, accomplished. He was_ 
mdeed. willing ‘‘to spend and be spent’? for the work of . 


Christ among that people, 


Only for a few months in ’64-5, dia he leave iden for a | 


visit to. his native land; arriving a few weeks too late ‘to’ 
close the eyes of that wether between whom and him there 
was a peculiar affection.. While here he took no respite. 
Churches all over this land will remember now how with a fire 


that, alas, was -self-consuming, he sought to kindle every. | 


where an interest in Missions, and enlist those who would 
go with him to the work. He seemed to have a presenti- 
ment that his was soon to be ended. | 

What a welcome was that he and his beloved companion 
received as they entered Diarbekir again! In what con- 


trast that crowd meeting them miles from the ‘gates, weep- 
ing with joy and those thronging children and their sweet © 
songs—to the scene of their first advent. there, so unattend-. 
ed—so fearing—when to whom to: 


look. 
But a welcome: to’ city more where they 


rest from their labors” was nearer than any thought. 3 
Rev, Mr. Williams, of Mardin, Mrs. W.’s brother-in-law,» 
writes,.‘f ever, since his return from the U.S. we have seen 
that he was not in endurance and physical strength what, 


he used to be. Bat he never complained, I. think was not 
conscious himself how much less competent he was to 


bear a long strain.’’ So he toiled on as before. 


The unusual heat of the summer and the dreaded advent 
of the cholera had compelled them to give up their purpose 
of remaining in the city and they had for two months taken 


a khan outside the walls, His last sermons-as he went in 


to meet his people, were, *‘ The Master has come and calleth 
for thee,”’ and ‘‘ Except ye repent ye shall all likewise per- 
ish.’’ How fitting to be his last!, On Monday he went into 
the city as usual, besides customary duties, spending some 
time over one stricken with cholera. Tuesday morn, after 
a somewhat restless night he rose as usual and proposed a 
mission excursion to Cutterbul, but was persuaded to re- 
main at home and rest. Anxious affection had not been 
too watchful. Soon the premonitory symptoms of‘ cholera 
appeared, But there was nothing peculiarly alarming and 
as he had been held back from over exertion and been very 
careful in diet, all were full of hope. At:the first whisper 
of illness the Christians gathered to aid, and the Neue 
Shemmas without Mrs. W. 'sknowledge telegraphed to M 

Williams, who starting from, Mardin at one o’clock P, i 
on Wednesday and riding all nighit, reached Diarbekir after 
sunrise to find that six hours before, at half past one, 


Thursday, Sept. 13th, he had gone “to be with Christ.’? . 


He had grown gretivalls worse through Tuesday night, 
the rice water discharges following, with:occasional vomit+ 
ings which soon ceased. Wednesday he was most of the 
time in a stupor. 


Every remedy was most assiduously enxkoren: The na- 
tive Christians, in the words of Mr. Williams, “‘ struggling 
with death to the very jaws of the grave to save their be- 
loved Bodvilli from the greedy deyourer, and for an hour, 
from ten to eleven Wednesday night, thought they had 
succeeded ; one glad cry of triumph went out, .‘f God ; 
has given us back our beloved Bodvilli!??  It-was then that 
he opened his eyes, smiled as he : saw his »devoted, be- 


loved wife, whispered ‘‘darling,’* and as she leaned © 


over him gave her the last kiss, and then sunk gradually 
to the grave. All stimulants and remedies,were unavailing. 
Shemmas sat down by the dying bed, his tears flowing, his 


frame quivering with agony, and groaning “‘O, Lord 2°” | 
but who can tell the anguish of that widow as she looked. | 


upon her two fatherless boys old enough to know something 


of their loss and the little girl whose unconscious pentite i 


was like a knell upon the heart! 


Diarbekir was filled with. mouaning; "Not. 
alone, Moslems and Armenians all were stricken. 


funeral, as of one who was a father to all, was never wit, 


nessed there before. The. native pastor, Tomas, CODr » 
dueted it. most appropriately and tenderly, praying not \ 
only for the stricken there but for those 1 in this Jand who" > 


would:so feel the loss. 
How true the word of Mr. Williams:—‘‘ He fell where the 


standard bearer wishes to fall—at his post, doing manfully, 


do. 


‘‘The pains of death are past; 
Labor and sorrow cease; 


And life’s lon warfare closed at last, 


His soul is found in peace 

Soldier of Christ, well done! 
Praise be thy new employ; 

And while eternal ages run 
Rest in thy Savior’s joy.’’ 


earnestly, even beyond his strength the work given te 
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The following brief extracts from letters are appended, 
with regret that they must be so brief and fragmentary. 
From Mrs. Walker— _ 


DrARBEKIR, Sept. 12, 1866. 
To ALL THE Home Circe :— 

My precious husband and your Augustus is yery 
sick—with cholera. I hope for his’ recovery more t 
fear. and. before I mail this, time will reveal the Lord’s 
purposes in regard to me and mine ; but I feel that | must 
write now, as I may not feel able todo so if my strong 
prop is taken away. (Here follow at length, details of the 
commencing and progress of the disease. ) 

The bretheren, from sunrise, have been coming to en- 
quire for him, and their anxious looks and prayerful ex- 
clamations, ‘‘God forbid,’’ ‘‘God send no such affliction 
upon our assembly,’’ ‘*God spare him to you, to the chil- 
dren, and to us,’’ quite break me down. pilin ns 

Shemmas, our native preacher, and several others, are 
constantly with Us. Shemmas hardly leaves his bedside. 


SEPTEMBER 13th. 

My dear Sister Hattie’s birth-day, and—O can I write 
it! must you read it! your Augustus and mine, my pre- 
cious husband, the father of my dear children, has entered 
this day into the eternal rest. He is not with us. He is 
with Jesus whom he loved and who loved him—and we are 
left alone. * .* How earnestly and anxiously they 
worked over him! Shemmas prayed. My hope, my only 
hope was in God, and I knew He would hear that prayer. 

~ 


I had prayed with my boys, and we were 


enabled to say, ‘‘Thy will be done.”’ O the gratitude and 
happiness my heart had for one short hour! [ thank God 
for it now. 4 . bd [ closed his eyelids—all was 
over * * * Atthe grave, after the funeral, 
we sat upon some stones, and hundreds of the dear people 
came, taking my hand, saying ‘‘he Holy Spirit be your 
comforter,’’ ‘‘The Lord Jesus help you, my sister.’’ 


From Rev. Mr. Williams— 


DIARBEKIR, Sept. 13th, 1866. 
Dear Dr. Crark, Cor. Sec. A. B. C. F. M.:— 

Brother Walker is dead! And soI commence my 
a with you. It may continue years, but [ 
shall ardly ever again make your heart so sad. 

* 


Mrs. Walker is supported as those would expect her to 
be who have had personal experience of His love whose 
arms are under her. How aia By blow this is to our 
field and work, there is no need that I tell you. Yet I will 
not say, we believe, we know the Lord, our Lord—our 
Jesus reigns, and not a sparrow falls to the ground with- 
out him, Our Father has permitted this, and looking up- 
ward pphes. our tears we say, ‘‘Even so Father, for so it 
seemed good in thy sight. Thy will be done.’’ 

Of the character and the excellencies of this dearly be- 
loved brother you do not need that I should say ny tyre 
for you have known him even longer than I, and [ dare 
not trust myself to begin on such a theme. 

It will be but a little while and there will be nothing to 
be reinforced in the mission to Eastern Turkey, coverin 


the whole region from the Black Sea to the Persian Qulf. ' 


But the Lord reigns 


and understands his own councils. 
We will trust in him. | 


Missionary Houser, Boston, Oct. 24, 1866. 
To tHE Home CrroLE:— 


Ere this reaches you you will have heard the heavy | 


tidings that make all hearts sad at the Missionary House, 
and thousands of mourners in all parts of the land. I[ am 
hardly able to write yet—the burden on my heart is too 
heavy. I loved him as my own brother. No friend on 
earth more. Itis now a precious memory to me that it 


¢, 


was my priviledge to welcome him to my house in Schenec- 
tady aad keep him there with his wife and child some ten 
or twelve days, and sent him on his way rested, after his 
missionary tour through the West. : 
I send herewith a most desirable testimonial to the life an«d 
character of your son and brother, as a missionary of the 
cross, What achange in the hearts of the signers of this 


Address to the Board in honor of their Missionary Teacher 


‘and Father in the Gospel, since thirteen years ugo, when 


heand his wife were hooted and stoned inthe streets of 
Diarbakir. What a work for Christ! I know I cannot 
measure your sorrow for the loss of one so warm-hearted, 
so true to God and his fellow men. Can I measure 
your joy that you have had. a son and brother so devoted 
as a follower and promoter of the cause of Christ? 

The river Tigris has witnessed great events ; mighty 
empires were on its banks in ages past. Whatare they 
all now? But the name of Augustus Walker is inlaid in 
the foundations of a christian civilization on that same his- 
toric stream, in the very site of the proudest despotisms of 
the ancient world and his work will not pass away. 


Extracts from a letter to the American Board by C hrist- 
ians in Diarbekir, Sept. 19, 1866 :— 3 


**Mr. Walker’s removal from us is a very heavy blow 
from God, because as a father, he cared for us all, from the 
least to the greatest. He hada tender heart. He sympa- 
thized with us in everything. Our pen is not able to make 
known the depth of the anguish of our hearts. © how can 
we describe his funeral. All the way to the grave, which 
it took us an hour to reach, in that great concourse not an 
eye was seen, whether of man, woman or child, that was 
not filled with bitter tears, and not one face was seen that 
did not reveal a great and deep sorrow. Yet it was our 
blessed Father who did this,in his infinite wisdom, and for 
some good end. Blessed be his holy will!’ 

**How can his father, and brothers, and sisters hear— 
how can they bear the news of his death? We pray for 
them, and shall continue to pray that the Lord may pre- 
pare their hearts to receive from Him, their dear Father, 
this bitter cup and drink it.’’ 

“It isa great consolation to us that his afflicted Mrs. 
Walker is able to find comfort, and to accept with love, the 
will of God, counting that he who has done this isa kind 
and merciful Father. May the Lord strengthen her, and 


may he protect her and her three children beneath His — 


almighty arm! QO, how it pains us to think that possibly 
Mrs, Walker too may be separated from us.’’ 

**Can you be indifferent to our condition? We cannot 
entertain such a thought, since by your beloved and faith- 
ful missionaries, your generous contributions, and your 
earnest prayers, you have labored for this place. By the 
divine blessing you have carried the work forward thus far 
—how can you abandon it? We cannot believe that you 
will abandon it.”’ | 


| NOVEMBER 2, 1866. 
Your loss is our common loss. You have lost a 
dear brother: I have lost a noble friend: the church has 
lost a faithful laborer,—he has lost nothing but gained all, 
the face of Christ and his everlasting crown. 

‘He has done a great work and done it well. Life is not 
measured by years but by deeds. And compared with some 
of ours his years have heen a hundred. 

When he was in thiscountry last I could not help feeling 
small and end mean in his presence as I compared my 
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work with his—his labors and successes so great, mine— 
nothing. Even so great is the difference between one man’s 


faith an love and another’s. - Self-sacrificing love is almost | 


or quite omnipotent. 
Let his example and death stimulate us to greater zeal 


and fidelity in the cause of the blessed Master. 
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